
 Normal Labour & Birth: 10th Research Conference Programme June 2015 Draft 

 
 

Day One - Monday 15th June 2015 

09:30-09:40 Welcome Address, The Grange View: Dr Nigel Harrison, Dean of the School of Health, UCLan  
 09:40-09:50 Chair's Address, The Grange View: Soo Downe, Professor of Midwifery Studies, UCLan 
 

09.50-10.30 

 

Keynote Address, The Grange View                                                                 Dr Jim Zhang, Chair Professor, Xinhua Hospital  

                                                                                                                                           Searching for a new partogram 

 10:30-11:00 Refreshment Break – Thomas Rigg Suite 
 11.00-12.30 Concurrent Session 1: 
 Clinical Practice Organisation of 

Services 
Symposium Factors Affecting 

Practice 
Improving Infrastructure Philosophical/Theoretical 

 The Grange View Yewbarrow Woodlands Boardroom Winster Carriage 1   

Definitions of onset of 
labour: a systematic 
review of definitions in 
the research literature  
Gillian Hanley 

An investigation of the 
relationship between 
the case load model 
of midwifery for 
socially 
disadvantaged women 
& child outcomes 
using routine data  
Hannah Rayment-
Jones 

Healthy birth initiative: 
promoting physiologic 
birth in the united 
states                 
Tanya Tanner 

Becoming a mother at an 
advanced age: 
psychological distress, 
experience of childbirth, 
and satisfaction with life 
Vigdis Aasheim 

Normalising birth in Nepal: 
how midwifery association 
twinning has supported 
the development of the 
Mangala Devi Birthing 
Centre in Kathmandu  
Joy Kemp 

The impact of the risk 
discourse on the authentic 
lived experience of birth: a 
phenomenological 
perspective           
Mariamni Plested 

 

 

The labour 
progression study 
(LAPS)                    
Stine Bernitz 
 

Improving access to 

Midwife-led Care in 

Northern Ireland: 

GAIN - Guideline for 

the admission to, and 

transfer from, Midwife-

led Units                      

Teresa McCreery 

Not addressing the root 
cause: an analysis of 
submissions to the South 
Australian government 
on a proposal to protect 
midwifery practice 
Elizabeth Christine 
Rigg 

Influencing national 
guidance: a midwife and 
service user perspective 
Tracey Cooper 

Constructing the 'good' 
woman: inter-subjectivity and 
symbolic violence during 
pregnancy and birth                 
Susannah Sweetman 

  
Poster presentation 
session: various 
topics 

A scoping review of 
inter and intra-
generational 
influences on 
pregnancy and birth 
outcomes              
Mindy Ebrahimoff 

The work process and 
maternal and neonatal 
outcomes of an 
interdisciplinary team in 
the private health system 
in Brazil                   
Heloisa Lessa 

Operational research on 
the assessment of 
effective deployment, 
retention and performance 
of village midwives in 
Sudan                       
Nasr Abdalla 

Stories are difficult like that: a 
phenomenological study                   
Lesley Kay 

  

Clare Hughes 
Alys Einion 
Kate Levett 
Claudia Oblasser 
Gilian Fenech 
Alison Macfarlane 
(See separate document 

for titles) 

12:30-14:00 Lunch (Restaurant) and Poster Viewing    

13.30-14.00 Formal Poster Viewing (posters accompanied by poster authors) – Woodlands Suite 
 



Day One - Monday 15th June Continued 
 

14:00-14:30 

 

Keynote Address, The Grange View                                               Professor Lisa Kane Low, Associate Professor, University of Michigan  

                                                                                             Implementation of the science supporting physiological labour and birth: “It takes a village” 
 

14:40-15:40 Concurrent Session 2:   

Place of Birth Practice Workshop Women’s Experiences Workforce Issues Media Issues   

Winster Boardroom Carriage 1 Yewbarow The Grange View Woodlands   

How does social 
discourse impact on 
women’s choices for 
vaginal breech birth? 
Karolina Petrovska 

Shaping birth by 
connecting, 
protecting, and 
intervening: the 
nurse midwifery 
process of care and 
evidence based 
practice              
Mary Lewitt 

Writing for 
publication in the 
International Journal 
of Childbirth                     
Kerri Jane 
Schuiling 

Swedish women's 
expectations about antenatal 
care and change over time: 
a comparative study of two 
cohorts of women           
Ingegerd Hildingsson 

Maternity workforce and 
the implications for 
maternal and infant birth 
outcomes in England 
Jane Sandall 

A drip feed effect can social 
media influence normal 
birth?             
Sheena Byrom 

  

Interpreting outcomes 
for women who opt for 
freestanding midwifery 
units                     
Lucia Rocca-
Ihenacho 

Developing midwife 
led care to support 
normal birth: an 
Action Research 
study                
Joyce Marshall 

Women’s recent experience 
of maternity care: changes 
or improvements?               
Jane Henderson 

UKMidSS: a new national 

reporting and research 

system for midwifery 

units 
Rachel Rowe 

Do midwives need to be 

more media savvy?              

Vanora Hundley 

 

15:40-16:00 Refreshment Break – Thomas Rigg Suite   

16:00-17:00  Pecha Kucha x 6 max (3 then 10 minutes discussion, then 3 more + 10 minutes)   

17.45 Coach Departs for Optional Boat Cruise and Hotpot Supper on Lake Windermere (From bottom of hotel driveway)   

17:15-18:15 RCM Better Births Initiative Presentation and Drinks Reception - Woodlands   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day Two - Tuesday 16th June 2015 

09:15-09:20 Chairs Address, The Grange View: Professor Eugene Declercq, Community Health Sciences, Boston University, USA 
  

09.20-10.00 

 

Keynote Address, The Grange View                                                Professor Mary Renfrew; Professor, University of Dundee  

                                                                                             Midwifery – Key to quality care: Implications of the Lancet series on Midwifery 

10:00-10.30 Refreshment Break – Thomas Rigg Suite          

10.30-12.30 Concurrent Session 3:           

Obesity, Birth and 
Breastfeeding Education 

Data from the 
Netherlands Antenatal Issues Birthplace Design Symposium 

The Grange View Yewbarrow Woodlands Boardroom Carriage 1 Winster 

Barriers to breastfeeding in 
obese women: a qualitative 
exploration                      
Alice Keely 

An ethnography: a 
community of 
practice in a 
midwifery led unit, 
and socially situated 
learning of student 
midwives                           
Sarah Norris 

VeCaS: a Dutch 
project to obtain 
valid data from 
Electronic Patient 
Records for 
midwifery research. 
First results: mid-
pregnancy drop as 
normality of 
pregnancy?   
Symposium                   
Hennie Wijnen 

Pathways of social 
support during 
pregnancy                 
Ilona van de Kolk 

Towards a new 
architecture for birth 
Workshop                   
Doreen Balabanoff 

Promoting physiological birth in 
Malta: educating for change                               
Symposium                                     
Mary Buttigieg Said 

An evaluation of Domino 
and home birth services in 
Ireland   
Maria Healy 

Who have they 
become? From 
idealism to realism - 
a narrative analysis 
of the professional 
and identity 
development of 
student midwives                 
Alys Einion       

Antenatal care in the 
European Union: A 
survey on national 
guidelines in all 28 
member states of the 
Community                  
Annette Bernloehr 

The impact of pre-
pregnancy obesity on birth 
processes and outcomes             
Eugene Declercq 

Supporting the Wise 
Women: an 
interactive teaching 
plan to increase 
grandmother's 
knowledge                  
Barbara O'Connor 

Midwives and women's 
interaction: a feminist 
ethnographic 
exploration of the 
antenatal appointment 
in two models of care 
Elaine Burns 

Happy Birth Day: 
Overcoming the Nocebo 
Effect Film                       
Kajsa Brimdyr 

One Birth at a Time - 
Towards Normal 
Birth Film                         
Karin Ecker 

Women's 
suggestions for 
improving midwifery 
care in the 
Netherlands                      
Paul de Cock 

Preparation for labour 
and birth. The needs, 
preferences and 
experiences of first time 
mothers           
Helen Spiby           

Co-designing better 
physical and 
psychosocial 
environments in the 
acute setting for 
maternity care          
Rupa Chilvers 



 
Day Two - Tuesday 16th June Continued 
  

12:30-14:00 Lunch – Restaurant            

13:30-14:00  Formal Poster Viewing (posters accompanied by poster authors) – Woodlands Suite                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

14:00-14:35 

 

Keynote Address, The Grange View                                       Yoana Stancheva, Student midwife, Institute for Midwifery Research, Sofia  

                                                                                                                    Midwifery Untamed: Subverting the Status Quo Safely 

14.35-14.50 Welcome to Australia! Trailer for 2016 – The Grange View 

14.50-15.25 Pecha Kucha: max 4 = 24 minutes and 10 minutes discussion 

15.25-16.00 Refreshment Break – Thomas Rigg Suite 

16.00-17.00 Concurrent Session 4:          

Positive Respectful 
Birth 

Psycho-social 
Issues 

Methods and 
Outcomes 

Women’s Experiences Long-term Outcomes Decision Making 

Woodlands Yewbarrow The Grange View Boardroom Carriage Winster 

Women demand 
autonomy and 
respectful care in 
British Colombia 
Saraswathi Vedam 

Preference of home 
or hospital birth in a 
Dutch low risk cohort: 
the relation with fear 
of childbirth and 
Sense of Coherence                   
Anne-Marie Sluijs 

Developing a research 
agenda from the 
Lancet Series on 
midwifery                
Holly Powell 
Kennedy  

Findings from a normal 
birth stories study  
Susanne Darra 

The impact of eutocic 
delivery versus 
elective CS on 
breastfeeding and 
complementary food 
introduction on 
incidence of 
pathological and skills 
develop of children up 
to two years old            
Silvia Manuela Leite 
Rodrigues 

The paradox in risk perception 
in pregnancy and birth of 
women registered to give birth 
at a birth centre in Germany  
Nancy Stone 

The meaning of a very 
positive birth 
experience: focus 
groups and 
discussions with 
women              
Annika Karlstrom  

Building childbirth 
resilience: types of 
conversations with 
women and families 
to promote normal 
birth                      
Jenny Gamble  

The Spanish version 
of the Childbirth 
Experience 
Questionnaire: 
reliability and validity 
assessment                
F. J. Soriano-Vidal 

Understanding low rates 
of normal birth: are 
women just playing the 
wrong game?                
Jo Dagustun 

Perinatal biomedical 
and psychosocial risk 
factors of 1.5 yr old 
children's emotional 
and behavioural 
problems                  
Giedre Sirvinskiene 

Decision making after a 
caesarean section - why 
women and their partners 
choose the out-of-hospital 
setting. A qualitative study from 
Germany               
Lea Beckmann 

17.00 Book launch for ‘The Roar Behind the Silence’ – The Grange View  

19:15 Optional Conference Dinner followed by entertainment by Cumbrian folk ceilidh band ‘Striding Edge’ – Restaurant    

 

 

 



 

 Day Three - Wednesday 17th June 

 
 
 
 
 

09.30-09.40 Chairs Address, The Grange View: Mary Newburn 

09.40-10:30 Progress Theatre – The Grange View          

10.30-11.00 Refreshment break – Thomas Rigg Suite  

11.00-12.30 Concurrent Session 5:           

Complications Practice Education Perineal Issues Methodological 
Innovations 

Midwives Views and 
Experiences 

Yewbarrow The Grange View Carriage 1 Woodlands Boardroom Winster 

Women at 'higher risk' of 
complications planning birth 
in midwifery-led settings  
Jennifer Hollowell 

Planned home VBAC: 
Maternal and neonatal 
outcomes and 
implications for shared 
decision making in the 
MANA stats                      
Kim Cox 

"Never seen it this 
way" - changing 
perspectives in 
obstetric emergency 
training 
Christiane Schwarz 

Perineal repair by 
midwives in Ireland: a 
national survey of skills 
knowledge and 
experience 
Triona Cowman 

Peer volunteering; an 
innovative approach to 
striving towards 
achieving normal 
childbirth in asylum 
seeking and refugee 
women                                                                                      
AND 1884 childbirth in 
the UK, stories from 
refugees film                     
Melanie Haith-
Cooper 

Midwives' Thoughts about 
Water births: A Q 
Methodology Study                                            
Joanne Woodward 

Severe adverse maternal 
outcomes among women in 
primary versus secondary 
care at the onset of labour 
in the Netherlands: a 
nationwide cohort study 
Ank de Jonge 

Evaluation of the 
asymmetrical lateral 
decubitus for the 
rotation of 
occipitoposterior foetal 
position during labour: 
EVADELA multicentre 
randomized trial                             
Anne Alice Chantry 

Caring for women who 
sustain severe perineal 
trauma                             
Hannah Dahlen 

Dutch midwives' views on 
their role as promotors of 
physiological childbirth                 
Suzanne Thompson 

Dying at life's beginning                    
Franziska Parpan 

'24 Hour Labour Line' 
- Improving 
experiences for 
women, birth partners 
and services                 
Marie Nott 

Transforming 
nursing students 
beliefs about birth            
Judith Lothian 

Early career midwives 
and their lived 
experience of performing 
perinatal assessment 
and repair after vaginal 
birth: an interpretive 
phenomenological 
analysis                    
Caroline Hunter 

The kaleidoscopic 
midwife: a conceptual 
metaphor to support first-
time mothers during 
childbirth across birth 
settings                                
Sara Borrelli 

12:30-13.45 Lunch (Restaurant) and Poster Viewing 

13.15-13.45 Formal Poster Viewing (posters accompanied by poster authors) – Woodlands Suite                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



 
Day Three - Wednesday 17th June Continued 
   

13.50-14.30  

 

Keynote Address, The Grange View                    Professor Peter Brocklehurst, Director of the EGA Institute for Women’s Health, University College London  

                                                                                                                  The UK Life Study: Understanding lives – now and for the future 

14.40-16.10 Concurrent Session 6: 

Pain 3 minute  poster 
presentation session: 

various topics 

Symposium Normalising the 
Unusual 

Normalising the 
Unusual 

Discourses of Birth 

Winster  The Grange View Woodlands Yewbarrow Carriage 1 Boardroom 

Management of labour 
pain; perceptions of 
labour pain by Dutch 
primary care 
midwives, a focus 
group interview study                              
Trudy Klomp  

Karen Jackson 
Colm O'Boyle 
MaryJane Lewitt 
James Harris  
Hannah Dahlen 
Hannah Dahlen 
(See separate document 

for presentation titles) 

 
 

Babies Born Better 
(B3) international 
survey  
Soo Downe 

Teaching strategies for 
the demedicalisation of 
the training programme 
in midwifery in Brazil  
Octavio Muniz da 
Costa Vargens 

Mothers’ Perceptions 
of the Provision of 
Skin-to-Skin Contact 
after a Caesarean 
Section                           
Jeni Stevens 

Pregnancy and childbirth: 
negotiating competing 
discourses                         
Jayne Garrod 

Skin to Skin in the 
First Hour: The 
Implications of Labour 
Medications                
Kajsa Brimdyr 

Perineal and 
Postnatal Issues 

Does spontaneous 
vaginal birth increase 
the odds of 
postpartum urinary 
incontinence? 
Deirdre Daly 

Normal vaginal breech 
birth: the clinicians 
perspective                    
Christine Catling 

 Can I accomplish this birth? 
Perceptions of confidence. 
Time, and the capacity of the 
body-self in labour                                     
Priscilla Hall 

 

3 minute  poster 
presentation session: 

various topics 

  

Pleasure and Pain: a 
critical ethnography of 
epidural use, 
knowledge and policy 
in a hospital labour 
ward                  
Elizabeth Newnham 

The effect of hands-
off and hands-on 
methods on perineal 
status                    
Maryam 
Shahnazariavval 

Helen Cheyne 
Paul de Cock 
Penny Haora 
Julie Harrison 
Liz Whitney 

 
(See separate document 

for presentation titles) 
 

Assessing the 
psychological impact 
and acceptability of a 
first trimester 
screening text for pre-
eclampsia                              
James Harris 

A balancing act in an unknown 
territory: a metasynthesis of 
first time mothers experiences 
in early labour                                             
Tine Schauer Eri 

16.10-16.30 Plenary Session           

16:30 Refreshments and home – Thomas Rigg Suite   

 


